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ovidien’s new 11 000m² head offices are just one  
of a handful of prestigious developments being  

constructed at the Waterfall Distribution Campus (WDC), 
which straddles the N1 highway between the Buccleuch  
and Allandale off-ramps in Midrand, Johannesburg. The  
concept behind this WDC is being driven and managed by  
Atterbury Property Holdings, and is to form part of the larger 
Waterfall City Estate, home to the Mall of Africa. 

The creative design of the facades of the new Covidien 
offices and warehouse exhibits the high quality projected 
throughout the WDC. The effective facade design plays on 
the geometry found in the Covidien logo. The result is  
a rectangular-shaped, 2200m² office block divided up into 
what, from the exterior, appears to be 5 different blocks. This 
illusion is created by 5 separate cast in situ concrete 
parallelogram-shaped planes that wrap over the top and 
outline, protruding out past the glazing on the North Western 
front facade of the office building. 

The interiors of the Covidien office building were imagined 
and created by Empowered Spaces’ counterpart, Ispaces. 
Whose concept was to reflect the nature of Covidien’s 
business, namely healthcare products. This was achieved 
through a number of methods, for example: several specifically 
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selected feature walls throughout the interior spaces display 
medically related graphic images, and a few internal glazing 
partition walls host unique playful decals. The colour scheme 
used is also based on Covidien’s logo, which allows for the 
tasteful inclusion of blue, green and orange on certain elements 
amongst neutral colours and timber elements, creating a 
refreshing, yet productive office environment.

Geometrically informed concepts for the office facades and 
interiors continue through into the adjacent 8 509m² warehouse, 
which hosts what appears to be two separate roofs meeting at 
a slanted angle, highlighted by a corresponding off-centred 
slanted panel, offering an interesting warehouse aesthetic. 
This slant and level difference between the two roofs  
makes the most of the natural lighting available to it, as it is  
North facing, and so allows plenty of natural day lighting into 
the warehouse space.
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